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WR HILE a Bill relating to K 
wich, it is ſaid, will be ſoon offered to 
the Houſe of Commons, is at 
= In hn og 
— „544 — for uſing the 
Privilege an ſbman, offering m Thoughts 
tile fn Eg , 
I am to do ſo, becauſe I think I have ob- 
NIN or other 
* or againſt this Bill, have with the 
Aua Zeal Parties, a little overſhot 
themſelves: That while one Side will allow nothing 
in the Bill to be good, and thoſe who oppoſe them 
ſeem to aſſert it cannot be mended, they have both 
equally run into Extremes; have been forced to draw 
ſuch Conclufions, as do not neceſſarily follow from 
their own Premiſcs ; and to leave e- 
ake'no notice of the ſtrongeſt ObjeBions of their. 


 Adverfaties. 
which uſually 
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* 


To avoid theſe Inconveniencics, 
bappen in all Diſputes, and would hinder every Cor. 


A 3 trover- 


derator, whole proper per Buſineſs it is to hinder the 


Diſputants from la 


the Queſtion, to ſtate the 


into Declamations wide of 


Arguments uſed on either 
Side,in their Full Force, not to admit of a weak or 
evaſive Anſwer, and finally to give his Judgment up- 
on the whole. 
I ſhall for once venture to aſſume the Office of 
Moderator in one r 3 has 21 help 
flattering my ſe t I am not unquali- 
fied for it, . Behaviour in Relavion to the Pub- 
lick has been ſuch, „5 acquired me the 
Title of a Whimſical ; a Name , which at preſent is 
of the ſame Import with that of a Trimmer formerly, 
and which each Party of late Years has agreed to be- 
ſtow upon thoſe Men, who act impartially without 
any private Views, who will not follow = in all 
their Lengths, and fall in with all their — 
Paſſions and Prejudices. 
In the following Pages I ſhall 8 to put in 

a fair Light, all the Arguments which have been, or, 
as ] conceive, may be properly urged for and gain 
ſuch a Bill, as it i faid will be. tered to the Houle 
of Commons; by which 1 hope it will appear, chat 


if the preſent Miniſtry has ſhewed an Aan 20 
favour ſuch a Bill, 72 been with a real 


ſerve the Publick ; that it will be proper to ay hold 
on this | ood Diſpoſition which has appeared in them; 


to 
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but that as few Projects ar are to Maturity at 
firſt, it will be i the Bill ſhould paſs in the 
Shape it i at preſent talked of. e 


he Firſt and Chief * the Bill is, That 
it will prevent e weking Nasse of 
Pers for ng gate ob, , of which there was 4 fla- 
grant Inflance in à late Reign. 


Anſwer. But who can hinder malicious People from 


asking, Whether we are fare that our 

if they could get Fifice rar for thi ar pj apr 
give the Sixteen Scots Peers, now in the Houſe, an 
Hereditary Right to their Seats , would not bargain 
with them for ſome few Jobbs, and exact an implicite 
from Perſons on whom they conferred 
ſuch extraordinary Favours. The Bill in the Shape it 
is talked of, may anticipate an Evil which is very re- 
mote, and but barely barely poſſible. It is true, that a 

Miniſter did, in a late Reign, make Twelve Peers to- 
gether on a particular Occaſion ; bur it is as true, that 
this Action was at that Time condemned, 
and has been ſince made the Subject o an Article of 
againſt him ; ſo that while a Prince or 
Miniſtry will keep any Meaſures with the People, or 
have any Regard for their AﬀeGions, this Inſtance, 
inſtead of a Precedent for what mey be done, 


will be a ſtanding Proof of ' what may 22 


Se> 
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for the | Bill. The Newer of 
ent « Grievance, will by this. Mean 
be limited, Property in the Houſe of Commons, and 
Mew of great Eſtates and and Abilities continued there , = 
whence thy preſent Frame of oner Conſtitution permits them 

r 9 
Will of the Crown. 


Auf. It muſt be confeſſed, that our Peers are in 
Poſſeſſion of ſo many very extraordinary Privileges 
above the reſt of theic Fellow - Subjects, that a Com- | 
moner cannot wiſh to free the Species increaſed; and 
for this very Reaſon will, in all Probability, refuſe 
his Aﬀent to ſuch a Bill as is talked of. Such a Bill 
would immediately add Thirty One to the Number of 
Britiſh Peers; and in this Iaſlance, as well as the for- 
mer, would immediate! expoſe us to a certain Miſ- 
chief, even during the Reign of a Good Prince, which ia 
but bach peſſibleunderthe Adminiſtration of Bad one. 
Such a Remedy is as odd, as if a Man ſhould run into 
the Fire to avoid being burnt, or murder himfelf imme- 
diately, becauſe it is poſſible he may dye of a Fever 
Thirty Youre hewee, The particular os af 
Ane might perhaps make it neceſfary, upon His 
Magxcſty's firft Acceſſion to the Throne, that He ſhould 
confer the Honour of Pecrage upon feveral of his 
SubjeQs ,. who bad zetuarkably them- 
ſelves in ſupporting the — and Cauſe of his Fa- 
mily : But there is no Reaſon to doubt, that when 


his 


Second 
Peers, which is at preſent 
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his Faithful and Diſmterefied Miniſters ſhall repre- 
{ent to oy Thee hy great Number of Peers 
begins to be a Grievance; and that whereas King 
Charles the Second, in Thirty-ſix Tears Time, added 
only Eleven to the Number he found; His Ma- 
zeſty, in leſs than Five Tears, has already added 
Ten; there is no Reaſon to doubt, but that on 
ſuch a Repreſentation, His Majeſty would be a 
little more ſparing in Conferring the Honour of 
Pecrage : So that probably in all His Reign, which 
we have Reaſon to hope will be long and bappy, 
there would not be ſo great an Addition to the 
preſent Number of Peers, as we are now imme- 
diately threatned with by this Bill. 


Third Argument for the Bill. The Addition of 
NIN E Scots Peers is but reaſonable in it ſelf, and 
will make Things eaſy in Scotland by taking in the 
beft Families; and as for the Excluded Peers, tho 
their Caſe may be a little hard, it is an allowed 
Maxim in our Law, that A MIScHIET IS BET-> 
TER THAN AN INCONVENIENCE; or, in 
other Words, that PRIVATE PERSONS MUST SUBMIT 
TO sOME HARDSHIPS, WHEN Ir is IN ORDER TO 
COME AT A PueLicx GOOD. ——— 


Anſ. The Addition of Nine Scots Peers will, 
in all Probability, be ſo far from making Things 
Eaſy in Scotland, that thoſe Peers will loſe their 
B Inte- 
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Intereſt in Scotland from the Moment they are 
made Peers of Great Britain; nor is it at all un- 
likely, that ſuch a Diſcontent will a 
in Scotland, fomented by the Excluded Peers, as 
may immediately be made an Argument for aug- 
menting the Number of our Forces, and conflantly 


2 Army. 
The Addition of theſe Scots Peers, after the 


Manner projected, is fo far from being reaſonable 
n it ſelf, that the Conſequence of it muſt be, 
Either that we ſhall have too many Scotſmen in 
the Houſe of Lords, or none at all. The firſt 
would be no ſmall Hardſhip on the Sowth Part of 
Great Britain, the laſt on the North. If the Scots 
Peers, notwit this Change in their Con- 
dition, ſhould, upon certain Occafions, a& with that 
Unanimity for which they have been fo remarka- 
bie, they would be a much greater Weight in 
our Houſe of Lords, than it was thought reaſona- 
ble they ever ſhould be, at the Time when the 
Two Kingdoms were united, and might determine 
moſt Points of Conſequence, on which there ſhould 
happen any Diviſion, as they pleaſed. The Bill 
for repealing the Aa againſt Occaſional Confor- 
mity was carried in the Houſe of Lords by 
Eighteen Votes; and the D. of Ar-—e, with the 
Sixteen Seots Pecrs „ made Seventeen of the Num- 
ber that Voted for it. The ſame Bill was car- 
ried in the Houle of Commons but by Forty One, 


and 
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and Thirty Seven Scots Members voted for it 
there. This Inſtance is given without any 
to enter into the Reaſonableneſs of that Bill, 
bur purely to ſhew, that in an Aſſembly where 
People are frequently divided in their Opinions, 
any conſiderable Number of Men united toge- 
ther may hold the Balance, and turn the Scales, 
as they pleaſe. But if, on the other hand, which 
is very poſlible, the projected Change in the 
Condition of the preſent Scots Peers ſhould make 
them immediately look upon themſelves altogether 
as Britiſh Peers; if they (hould have no Inclina- 
tion to croſs the Tweed again, or to ſee their 
Quondam Brother Peers ; who may poſſibly take it 
into their Heads, that they have been uſed a 
little unkindly ; if, in a word, they ſhould think 
of getting Places, Penſions and Eſtabliſhments here; 
of ſettling among us, and drawing their Fortunes 
over to them, as ſoon as poſlible ; the Peerage 
of North Britain would be certainly the moſt Da- 
fortunate Body of Men in His Majeſty's Domi- 
nions; nor could any longer flatter elves, that 
they had One proper Repreſentative in the Britiſh 

Parliament. | X 
It muſt be confeſſed, that the Caſe of thoſe 
Scots Peers, whoſe Capacity of fitting in the 
Houſe of Lords would be taken away by this 
Bill, is very deplorable. Upon the Union of the 
Two Kingdoms, they were content to part Pp | 
B 2 
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their Privilege of Sitting in the Scots Houſe of 


Lords, and being conflantly a Part of the Legi- 


flature, and to be alſo rendred incapable of ever 
Sitting 


in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, of 
which ſeveral of them had been Members before, 
upon this ſingle Conſideration, namely, That when- 
ever a New Parliament ſhould be ſummoned in 
Great Britain, they might Ele& Sixtecn Perſons 
out of their own Number, to repreſent them in 
every ſuch Parliament And by this Article of 
the Union, every individual Scots Peer has a 
Right to give his Vote, every New Parliament, 
for ſuch Perſons as he ſhall judge, from their 
* Behaviour, molt proper to repreſent the Body 
Scots Peerage ; and is in a Capacity of be- 
ing Elected "himſelf to be one of the Repreſen- 
tatives of that Body. When this is the Caſe, 
nothing can well be conceived more extraordinary, 
than that the Sixteen Scots Noblemen , lately 
choſen by their Fellow Peers to repreſc1 nt them 
only during this Parliament, ſhould ſeize upon 
this Honour for themſelves "and their Heirs for 
ever ; and take from thoſe very Perſons, by whoſe 
Votes they . up, the Privilege of ever 
being either Elefors or EleSted in any future Par- 
Hament. Notwithſtanding this, the Truth of that 
Maxim laid down in the laſt Argument for the 
Bill cannot be denied, viz. That Private Perſons 


mit * to ſome Hardſhips, when it is to come 
| at 
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at a publick Good; but then it muſt appear up- 
on the whole, that a Bill in the Form now 
talked of, is abſolutely neceſſary to attain to what 
is ſaid to be chiefly int by it. 


Fourth t for the Bill. The Houſe of 
Lords, who are one Fart of our Legiſlature, having 
ananimouſly ſhewn an Juclination to conſent to ſuch 4 
Bill, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe it to be 4 good one. 


Anſ. This ought to be fo far from being an Ar- 
gument with the Commons, that it ought to alarm, 
and put them upon their Guard : A Number of 
Men divided into different Parties, and whoſe A- 
nimoſities have been heightened by many particular 
Circumſtances, can ſcarce be ſuppoſed all of them 
to agree to any new Project, for altering the Con- 
ſtitution they live under, unleſs this Prox ct be 
of ſuch a Nature, as to increaſe the Power of 
that Body, of which they are Members; fo that 
they may all find their Account in it. It will 
be very difficult to give any other Reaſon for 
that moſt ſurprizing and unheard-of Dnanimity, which 
has appeared among the Lords, on the preſent 
Occaſion. One of their Lordſhips is ſaid to have 
had the Ingenuity frankly to confeſs, he acted up- 
on this Motive - But ſhould the Commons aſ- 
ſame that Li in their Debates, which His 
Majeſty's moſt gracious Meflage ſeems to 2 

; | em 
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them to, and ſhould take the preſent State of the 


Peerage into their Confideration, it is highly pro- 
bable would rather come to a Reſolution, 
that their Lordſhips have too mich Power alrca- 
dy, than entertain any Thoughts of giving them 
more. 

I have now laid down the ſtrongeſt Arguments, 
which 1 conceive can be urged in Favour of ſuch 
2 Bill, as is talked of, with the faireſt Anſwers 
which have, or I believe can be given to them; 
the latter carry their Objections to the Bill along 
with them: But I have purpoſely avoided hither- 
to, the mentioning Two Objections, which ſome 
who oppoſe this Bill chiefly infiſt upon; viz. 
That it is an Alteration of our Conflitution , and 4 
diveſting the King of his Frerogatide. I am my 
ſelf obliged to declare with the Impartiality of a 
Modergtor, That if the End, ſaid to be propoſed 
by the Bill, be good, as I think it muſt be al- 
lowed to be, and if there were no other Obje- 
ions to ſuch a Bill, I do not ſee how theſe Two 
would conclude againſt it. That Conſtitution 
muſt be a very bad one, which has not a 
Power of amending, from Time to Time , ſuch 
Faults as ſhall appear in its own Frame: We have 
certainly ſometimes mended our Conſtitution ; and if 
the Antient Prerogative of the Crown had not been 
taken away, in ſeveral Inſtances, we ſhould have 
wanted ſome of the beſt Laws we are in Poſſeſſi- 
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on of. Yet when thus much is fairl granted 
it muſt be allowed, on the other , that the 
Foundations of our Conſtitution , and the Prero- 
gative of the Crown, are much too ſacred for eve- 
ry bot Head to make new Fs upon, nor 
ought ever to be meddled with, but when it is 
abſolutely neceſſary ; and when the Evil to be re 
medied is to be cured no other Way. — 
| no Means think this is the preſent Caſe: | 
Miniſters, enflained with a Laudable Zeal for he Good 
of their Countrey, and willing to mou Reme- 
dies againſt the remoteſt Evils, which might poſlibly 
bappen to our Poſterxy , have Sr, an Inclina- 
tion to prevent their Succeſſors from having a 
Power to make a Number of Lords at once , to 
do particular Jobbs. This Deſign is certainly high- 
ly commendable ; and I hope we ſhall ſo far pro- 
fit by it, as to obtain an AR of Parliament, That 
no Lord ſhall vote in the Upper Houſe within 
Two or Three Years after his becoming a Mem- 
ber of it. This will moſt effectually, and to all 
Intents and Purpoſes, remedy an Evil which 
might fall upon us, ſhould we ever happen to 
have a Set of Minifters wicked enough to boęgle 
at 10 Means to attain ill Ends: I might add, 
that ſuch an Act as has been mentioned, would 
not only effectually prevent the Evil, which- is 
chiefly dreaded, but would, in all probability, put 
2 vp to the increaſi ing the Number of y 
nce 
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tince Men of active Spirits, and conſpicuous for 
their Parliamentary Abilities, whoſe Requeſts to 
the Crown look moſt like Demands , would hard- 
ly care to be placed for ſo long a Time in a 
State of Inaftion. If, as we have been told, His 
Majeſiy has been pleaſed to ſhew an Inclination 
to free his People from all future Apprehenſions 
of ſuch an Accident as has once hap , there 
is ſcarce any Room to doubt, but that the Roy- 
al Aſſent will be more eaſily gained to ſuch an 
Act, as I have mentioned, which effectually pro- 
vides againſt the Evil dreaded ; and will , howe- 
ver, leave the Prerogative of making Peers entire, 
than to ſuch a Bill as is generally talked of, whereby 
this Prerogative would in a Manner be wholly taken 
away. 
you confeſs I am very fond of this Middle Way, 
which I take to be very agreeable to the Character of 
a Moderator ; and ſhall therefore endeavour to ſhew 
_ thoſe People who have declared for ſuch a Sort o 
Bill, as has been talked of about Town, that 1 
almoſt impoſſible ſuch a Bill ſhould ever paſs. 
Is ſuch a Bill either Juſt or Neceſſary ? Is it Juſt 
with Relation to the excluded Lords * Neceſſary 
to attain that End for which the Patrons 6f it wala 
perſuade People it is wholly intended? It is ſcarce 
to be believed the Miniſters would appear for it; 
tince it might give malicious People a Handle to fav, 
they mult have 4 great many Jovbs to do, or they 


would 
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the 


would never 2 Addition to pre- 
ſent Number of Peers, generally 1 * be 
too large already. "Their Enemies might even 
pretend to ſuſpect, that when they have got One 
and thirty New Lords added to their, Friends who 
are in in the Houſe already, and hue» p. their Doors, 
ſecure of a Majority in all Events, they might 
ſet up for Difators , bully their 
and bid Defiance to all Im Impeachments from the 
Commons. 

A Bill in ſuch a Shape as this is repreſented, 
as it would the Lords, muſt in ſome 


Degree affe& the Liberty and Property of every 
Commoner in Exgland: And I would deſire any 
Impartial Man to lay his Hand upon his Heart, 
and anſwer one ſingle Queſtion, viz, If ſuch a 
Bill was brought into a Houſe of 
where none of the Members were to be biaſſed 
by Places, Money, Hopes or Promiſes, bow. may 
Votes does be imagine there would be for it? 1 Ha- 
cy I can gueſs at his Anſwer, and that it would 
de ſuch an one as I might conclude from it, that 
it is 1 — tw 
| Houfe of Commons. 


Upon the whole: The having: A Number of 
Lords made at once to carry particular Points, is 
24 „„ 
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be delivered from the Apprehe nſicris 
futuse. | 


nion give the Peerage of North Britain too much 
Reaſon of Complaint , afford a Pretence for a 
Standing Army, increaſe the Power and Number 
of the Peers, which are both faid ro be too great 
already, affect the Liberty of every Commoner 
in Great Britain, raiſe a Suſpicion in ſome Perſons, 
That a new Flan of Government is forming, and 
that Two or Three Men are aiming to place them- 


ſelves above the Reach of their Prince or the 


The Second Bill will effectually remedy the 
Evil complain d of, without being accompanied with 
any One of all the ſeveral Inconveniencies above- 
. | ti d . 8 


I was prefent at the Debates of the Houſe of 
Lords as well as a certain Author , who has 
wrote upon this Subject, and ir was with the 
utmoſt Pleaſure chat I heard the Noble Lord, who 
= generally  faid to be our Firſ® Mister, de- 


clare 
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clare ſeveral Times , that the only Thin 
at, was to hinder a Number of Feers 
flung into that Houſe at once to do 
obbs ; 1 cannot therefore doubt , 
ill, as has been laſt mentioned, 
red to ſuch an One as is generally 
and that neither his Lordſhip , nor f 
Miniſters, will give the leaſt Occaſion, for fo | 
vious a Reflection, as, That be who will not be con- 
tented with what is neceſſary to attain the End be 
PROFESSES to aim at, does in Reality WanTt 
| ſomething be is AT RAID % NAME. 


* 


